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Dear CWR/PTM Friend and Partner,
“... 1 am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die, and whoever
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26).

esus says those who believe in him will live, even though they die, but yet, those who believe in

him will never die. This paradoxical statement, while it has many layers of beautiful and

wonderful Christ-centered truth, at its essence and core proclaims that Jesus is both resurrection
and life. Death does not terminate life in Christ. Death is not the end, not for Jesus and not for you!

This paradoxical truth about Jesus is this: When our physical lives are over, for us, as Christ-
followers who believe in him, our story has not ended. Given the power that death seemingly has,
many believe that when physical existence is over, then there is nothing more. But for those who
believe that Jesus has defeated death and the grave, death is not the end!

Through this paradoxical and dogmatic statement of Jesus in John 11:25-26, we are offered a
choice: 1) will we believe in Jesus, and thus experience now his risen life and then, after the death
of our bodies, to live in and with him eternally? OR 2) will we believe in the power of death, which
ends all, after which there is no hope nor any eternal reality?

The resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, is the glorious Light revealing that the
darkness of death has been overcome. By the victory of Jesus on his Cross, death is no longer a
prison.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the certainty and assurance that the love, mercy and grace of
God can be forced into a grave, but it won't stay there.

Humanity can nail the love, mercy and grace of God to a cross, and confine it to a tomb, but it
will rise, for it is eternal and lives that death may die and new eternal life in Christ be given.

Will we believe in eternal life or eternal death? Will we believe in Jesus, or will we believe that there is
no hope beyond the grave? John 11:25-26 is a paradox, through which profound truth—eternal
hope—faith beyond the grave—is offered. John 11:25-26 is the paradox of new life in and through our
risen Lord Jesus Christ, by the grace of God.

A paradox is a seemingly illogical and even absurd statement that appears to be self-
contradictory but when pondered and considered reveals truth through the way it reconciles
conflicting opposites. A paradox is a truth that seems to contradict itself. A paradox is a puzzle and
thus attracts our attention and curiosity,

But a paradox is not merely a figure of speech that finds deeper meaning through apparent
contradictory thoughts or values, because as those of us who have been around the block a few
times know, life is filled with enigmas, inconsistencies and mysteries. Life itself is a paradox. Much
wisdom relies on accepting that things are not always what they seem, on the surface.
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The Son of God being conceived by the Virgin Mary is rejected as an impossibility by many,
because it is not logical nor has it ever happened to anyone else. Because they consider the virgin
birth to be an impossibility, many (including within Christendom) believe it did not happen as the
Gospels report. The virgin birth is a paradox—it is an impossible enigma, a contradiction, because
virgins do not conceive. But Mary did!

The Bible claims that God is our Creator. For many, this assertion is a paradox, because, to the
human mind, something must always come from something—in the human experience “something”
never comes from nothing. Existence from non-existence is a paradox—a contradiction. But God
brought the universe into being out of nothing. Matter did not always exist. God made it. The Latin
phrase for creation out of nothing is “Creatio ex nihlo"—it's the paradox that God needs nothing that
pre-exists his creation in order to accomplish his creation.

Following Jesus Christ, on the Jesus Way—Iliving his way of life—is a life composed of many
humanly perceived contradictions. It's a way of life that seems illogical and perhaps even foolish.

There are many paradoxes that are foundational to the gospel of Jesus Christ, including:

¢ If you want to live, you must “die” first. Life in Christ is realized only by surrendering, giving
up and losing the life one prefers to live in favor of following Jesus.

e The truly rich are poor in spirit, those who are spiritually strong admit their weaknesses.

¢ The first shall be last, the last shall be first; the least the greatest and the greatest the least.
¢ Those who are exalted are brought low.

e Greatness is realized and experienced by those who serve others.

e Those who live in Christ walk by faith, not by sight — thus God’s children, transformed new
men and women in Christ, see unseen things through the eyes of faith.

e We find rest in Christ by yielding to him, admitting our need, and allowing him to do for us
what we cannot do for ourselves,

e |t is in giving that we receive. It is in “casting our bread on the waters” (Ecclesiastes 11:1) that
we realize scattering and sharing is gaining.

e We can only serve others in Jesus’ name when and as Jesus himself serves us.
e God loves us because he is good, in spite of who we are and how we behave.

e By God'’s grace we receive what we do not deserve and by his mercy spared that which we do
deserve.

The Cross of Christ and his Resurrection are the twin pillars, the twin foundations of our faith.

Jesus defined life as experienced by those of us who willingly follow him as picking up our own
individual cross. Paul further defined new life by those of us who willingly follow Jesus as the Jesus
Way in which our risen Lord lives his life in us.

The Cross and The Resurrection are paradoxes—life in Christ is not one big bed of roses, not at all
a day at the beach. While he is victorious in his resurrection, he is once and forever our suffering
servant.



Accepting life in Christ is to accept that his way of new life is better than the inevitable death of
a life apart from him. For that reason Jesus said those who believe in him will never die (John 11:26).

The Cross and The Empty Tomb are symbols of living hope, announcing that God paradoxically
brings victory out of the ashes of what we humans perceive as defeat. The Cross is apparent
weakness and defeat—in 1 Corinthians 1:18 Paul says that the cross is “foolishness” to the human
mind.

The Cross and The Empty Tomb are monuments to the revelation of God in Christ; monuments to
the solidarity of God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit; monuments to good news beyond human
suffering, and good news for all victims of horrific abuse, hatred, torture and murder. Jesus is always,
again paradoxically and mysteriously, with us as our suffering servant.

The Cross and The Resurrection are two acts of the same drama—the love of God revealed in
its breathtaking glory on the Cross and the amazing hope of the glorious resurrection and life
eternal.

The Cross is the sign of the God who suffers with and for us and alongside of us, accompanying
us on our journey of anguish is this life of flesh, with The Empty Tomb—the glorious resurrection—
bringing healing and hope and consolation that God will always win in the end. Always.

The Cross and The Empty Tomb are signs of the deepest and greatest love in all the universe.

The resurrection of Jesus tells us, resoundingly, with victorious acclaim, that death is not the
end of the story. For those of us who follow Jesus Christ and believe on and in him, this human life,
with all of its failures, shame, hurt, pain, loss and defeat, is not what it appears to be.

What a glorious paradox the Cross and the Resurrection represent and reveal—thanks be to
God for his tender mercies and glorious grace.

By the grace of God and the full revelation of his love, our Lord Jesus is risen—be comforted by
and rejoice in him. May we find hope, joy and courage to face the troubles we encounter as we walk
with Christ, carrying our own cross, and may we be assured of the inevitable certainty of our
destination, to be at home with God, after our own resurrection.

Because Of our risen Lord,
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Greg Albrecht
President, Plain Truth Ministries

PDL-54



CWR/PTM Prayer List—April 2025

These requests for prayer represent just a few of the thousands we receive and pray for. We invite you
to join us in praying for these and the others that space does not permit us to include here. Thanks
for joining with us as a CWR/PTM Prayer Partner.

Please pray for my brother—he has had two heart attacks and had a defibrillator and pacemaker placed in his
body to help his heart function correctly. —Ilowa

Pray for my sister-in-law who has Stage 2 colorectal cancer and is starting chemo and radiation.—QOregon

I need prayers again. 1 was in the hospital for four days due to a bleeding ulcer, then a week later 1 found out 1
caught COVID-19. I'm having a rough time. Thank you so much for your prayers.—Georgia

I pray for all my friends at CWR/PTM and 1 pray that God will continue to bless this work!—Puerto Rico

Please pray for God to remove negative influences from my children’s lives, and that they will accept Jesus as their
Lord and Savior and trust him for all their needs.—New York

Please pray for my wife as she has heart failure and arthritis and pray for me as I'm not able to walk because of
arthritis. We are honored to be part of the PTM team.—Kentucky

I am so thankful to PTM/CWR and 1 support this ministry to continue to help people. 1 praise God for everyone it
helps and 1 pray for all the PTM family.—Alabama

Please continue to pray for my husband. He has ALS (Lou Gehrig's) disease and he is getting weaker and
choking on fluids while he's drinking. Thank you in advance for your prayers.—Maine

Please pray for my husband who recently had surgery on both of his eyes. He's in a lot of pain.—North Dakota

Please pray for all those struggling to make ends meet. 1 pray that God will continue to bless and be with everyone
involved with CWR/PTM.—Michigan

Please pray for health-related issues concerning my right leg. Thank you for all your prayers.—Louisiana
Please continue to pray for me to regain my sense of smell, which 1 lost in 2021.—Washington

Thank you for your prayers for my eye surgery. It went well and 1 will soon be having a surgery on my left eye.
Thanks again, it means so much to me.—New York

Please pray for my sister. She will be having cataract surgery on both of her eyes.—California

Please pray for my ex-wife; she suffers with pain from a degenerative disc in her lower spine. Doctors also recently
found a lump in her breast. Pray for healing and that doctors can help. Thanks in advance.—Arizona

Please pray for peace in this world and for God's wisdom and guidance for our leaders —New York

Please continue to remember me in your prayers as my husband died recently. 1t is a hard adjustment, and 1 miss
him terribly. 1 remember everyone at PTM in my prayers'—Kentucky

Your prayers are requested for my friend, a retired pastor, who's struggling with many serious heath issues. Thank
you in advance for your prayers.—North Carolina

Our Father in Heaven: We thank you for your grace, mercy and love. You love each of these individuals,
and we thank you in advance for the answers you will provide for each request. With thanksgiving for our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, our suffering servant who heals us, in whose name we pray—Amen.

Plain Truth Ministries’ CWR/PTM Prayer List is provided as a service to our Friends and Partners.



